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Art Unit: 2673 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3, 11-16, 24-29, 37-42, 50-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 

being anticipated by ANDO et al. (EP 0945864). 

As per claim 1, Ando teaches the claimed "moving image management apparatus for 
management of plural moving images recorded on a storage medium in 
correspondence with one or plural representative images", comprising: a unit configured 
to record a representative image representing an arbitrary section or the whole of a 
moving image" (Ando, column 5, lines 51-57); a unit configured to record information 
indicating the section or the whole of the moving image represented by the 
representative image in correspondence with the representative image" (Ando, column 
4, lines 10-43); and "a unit configured to record information indicating a position of an 
image as a base of the representative image in correspondence with the representative 
image, wherein in the case the representative image is designated by a user, it is 
interpreted that the section or the whole of the moving image represented by the 
representative image is selected" (Ando, column 4, lines 37-43; column 7, lines 4-37). 
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Claim 2 adds into claim 1 "a unit configured to record information indicating a 
purpose for use of the representative image as attribute information in correspondence 
with the representative image; and a unit configured to select only the representative 
image corresponding to the purpose based on the attribute information" (Ando, column 
4, lines 49-57; column 5, lines 49-53; column 6, lines 5-15; the type of the browser 
window 41 and selection windows 42 served as the attribute containing the purpose of 
the video clip). 

Claim 3 adds into claim 2 "when the representative image is designated by the 
user, it is interpreted that the section or the whole of the moving image represented by 
the representative image is selected, and a function corresponding to the purpose is 
applied to the selected section or the whole of the moving image" (Ando, column 4; lines 
49-57; column 5, lines 49-53; column 6, lines 5-15; the type of the browser window 41 
and selection windows 42 served as the attribute containing the purpose of the video 
clip; the function of browsing or editing is performed on the appropriate clip based upon 
its attribute indicating which window it belongs to). 

Claim 1 1 adds into claim 3 "wherein said unit configured to select only the 
representative image corresponding to the purpose based on the attribute information 
selects a representative image having said attribute information corresponding to a 
browsing operation" (Ando, the reference icons 43A-43F and 75A-75G), and wherein 
said apparatus has a display unit that displays the representative image (Ando, display 
31), further wherein application of function corresponding to the purpose to the selected 
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section or the whole of the moving image is reproduction means for, when a desired 
representative image is designated from representative images displayed by said 
display unit, reproducing a corresponding moving image based on section information 
added to the representative image (Ando, column 13, lines 6-17). 

Claim 12 adds into claim 2 "wherein if an editing range is designated in a 
desired moving image, said unit configured to select only the representative image 
corresponding to the said purpose based on the said attribute information selects a 
representative image having the attribute information corresponding to an editing 
operation and within the editing range, and wherein said apparatus has a display 

unit that displays the representative image within the editing range" (Ando, column 7, 
lines 15-46). 

Claim 13 adds into claim 3 "wherein in a print operation to print a desired frame 
in a desired moving image, said unit configured to select only the representative image 
corresponding to the purpose based on the attribute information selects a 
representative image having the attribute information corresponding to the print 
operation from representative images corresponding to said desired moving image" 
(Ando, column 7, lines 38-46), and "wherein said apparatus has a display unit that 
displays the representative image having the attribute information corresponding to the 
print operation" (Ando, figures 4 and 1 1 with the reference image's attribute information 
is the browsing or editing window indicator), further "wherein application of function 
corresponding to a designated purpose to the selected section or the whole of the 
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moving image when a desired representative image is designated from representative 
images displayed by said display unit, is output processing for, when a desired 
representative image is designated from representative images displayed by said 
display unit, referring to the information indicating a position of an image as a base of 
the representative image, and outputting a desired frame for print output" (Ando, the in- 
point and out-point images indicate a position of the video image). 

As per claim 14, Ando teaches the claimed " moving image management apparatus for 
management of plural moving images recorded on a storage medium in 
correspondence with one or plural representative images comprising: "a generation 
unit configured to generate a representative image representing an arbitrary section or 
the whole of a moving image " (Ando, column 5, lines 51-57); "a first recording unit 
configured to record information indicating the section or the whole of the moving image 
represented by the representative image in correspondence with the representative 
image " (Ando, column 4, lines 10-43); and " a second recording unit configured to 
record information indicating a position of an image as a base of the representative 
image in correspondence with the representative image " (Ando, column 4, lines 37-43; 
column 7, lines 4-37). 

Claims 27 and 40 claim a method based on the system of claims 1 and 14; 
therefore, they are rejected under the same reason. 



Application/Control Number: 10/694,575 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2673 

Claims 53 and 54 claim a storage medium and a control program to perform 
the steps of claim 27; therefore, they are rejected under the same reason. 

Claim 15 adds into claim 14 " an adding unit configured to add information 
indicating a purpose for use of the representative image as attribute information, a unit 
configured to record the attribute information added by said adding unit in 
correspondence with said representative image; and a unit configured to select only the 
representative image corresponding to the purpose based on the attribute information" 
(Ando, column 4, lines 49-57; column 5, lines 49-53; column 6, lines 5-15; the type of 
the browser window 41 and selection windows 42 served as the attribute containing the 
purpose of the video clip). 

Claim 16 adds into claim 15 "when the representative image is designated by 
the user, it is interpreted that the section or the whole of the moving image represented 
by the representative image is selected, and a function corresponding to the purpose is 
applied to the selected section or the whole of the moving image" (Ando, column 4, lines 
49-57; column 5, lines 49-53; column 6, lines 5-15; the type of the browser window 41 
and selection windows 42 served as the attribute containing the purpose of the video 
clip; the function of browsing or editing is performed on the appropriate clip based upon 
its attribute indicating which window it belongs to). 

Claims 28-29 and 41-42 claim a method based on the system of claims 2-3 and 
1 5-16; therefore, they are rejected under the same reason. 
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Claim 24 adds into claim 16 "wherein said unit configured to select only the 
representative image corresponding to the purpose based on the attribute information 
selects a representative image having said attribute information corresponding to a 
browsing operation" (Ando, the reference icons 43A-43F and 75A-75G), and wherein 
said apparatus has a display unit that displays the representative image (Ando, display 
31), further wherein application of function corresponding to the purpose to the selected 
section or the whole of the moving image is reproduction means for, when a desired 
representative image is designated from representative images displayed by said 
display unit, reproducing a corresponding moving image based on section information 
added to the representative image (Ando, column 13, lines 6-17). 

Claim 25 adds into claim 15 "wherein if an editing range is designated in a 
desired moving image, said unit configured to select only the representative image 
corresponding to the said purpose based on the said attribute information selects a 
representative image having the attribute information corresponding to an editing 
operation and within the editing range, and wherein said apparatus has a display 

unit that displays the representative image within the editing range" (Ando, column 7, 
lines 15-46). 

Claim 26 adds into claim 16 "wherein in a print operation to print a desired 
frame in a desired moving image, said unit configured to select only the representative 
image corresponding to the purpose based on the attribute information selects a 
representative image having the attribute information corresponding to the print 
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operation from representative images corresponding to said desired moving image" 
(Ando, column 7, lines 38-46), and "wherein said apparatus has a display unit that 
displays the representative image having the attribute information corresponding to the 
print operation" (Ando, figures 4 and 1 1 with the reference image's attribute information 
is the browsing or editing window indicator), further "wherein application of function 
corresponding to a designated purpose to the selected section or the whole of the 
moving image when a desired representative image is designated from representative 
images displayed by said display unit, is output processing for, when a desired 
representative image is designated from representative images displayed by said 
display unit, referring to the information indicating a position of an image as a base of 
the representative image, and outputting a desired frame for print output" (Ando, the in- 
point and out-point images indicate a position of the video image). 

Claims 37-39 and 50-52 claim a method based on the system of claims 11-13 
and 24-26; therefore, they are rejected under the same reason. 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 4-5, 10, 17-18, 23, 30-31, 36, 43-44, 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over ANDO et al. (EP0945864) in view of ASAI et al. (EP 
0 915469). 

Claim 4 adds into claim 1 "a unit configured to record information indicating a 
purpose of the representative image as attribute information " (Ando, column 4, lines 49- 
57; column 5, lines 49-53; column 6, lines 5-15; the type of the browser window 41 and 
selection windows 42 served as the attribute containing the purpose of the video clip); 
and "a unit configured to classify only the representative image for each purpose based 
on the attribute information" which Ando does not explicitly teach. However, Ando 
teaches that "classifying scenes into a video scene browser" is well known in the art 
(Asai, page 8, lines 17-24). The motivation to modify Ando's system with a 
classification scheme of Asai system is orderly arranging the files within a specific group 
for simplifying the task of locating images in the database (Asai, page 8, lines 3-1 1 ). 

Claim 5 adds into claim 4 "when the representative image is designated by the 
user, it is interpreted that the section or the whole of the moving image represented by 
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the representative image is selected, and a function corresponding to the purpose is 
applied to the selected section or the whole of the moving image (Ando, column 4, lines 
49-57; column 5, lines 49-53; column 6, lines 5-1 5; the type of the browser window 41 
and selection windows 42 served as the attribute containing the purpose of the video 
clip; the function of browsing or editing is performed on the appropriate clip based upon 
its attribute indicating which window it belongs to). 

Claim 17 adds into claim 14 "an adding unit configured to add information 
indicating a purpose of the representative image as attribute information; a unit 
configured to record the attribute information added by said adding means in 
correspondence with the representative image" (Ando, column 4, lines 49-57; column 5, 
lines 49-53; column 6, lines 5-15; the type of the browser window 41 and selection 
windows 42 served as the attribute containing the purpose of the video clip); and "a unit 
configured to classify means for classifying only the representative image for each 
purpose based on the said attribute information" which Ando does not explicitly teach. 
However, Ando teaches that "classifying scenes into a video scene browser" is well 
known in the art (Asai, page 8, lines 17-24). The motivation to modify Ando's system 
with a classification scheme of Asai system is orderly arranging the files within a specific 
group for simplifying the task of locating images in the database (Asai, page 8, lines 3- 
11). 

Claim 18 adds into claim 17 "wherein when the representative image is 
designated by the user, it is interpreted that the section or the whole of the moving 
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image represented by the representative image is selected, and a function 
corresponding to the purpose is applied to the selected section or the whole of the 
moving image" (Ando, column 4, lines 49-57; column 5, lines 49-53; column 6, lines 5- 
15; the type of the browser window 41 and selection windows 42 served as the attribute 
containing the purpose of the video clip; the function of browsing or editing is performed 
on the appropriate clip based upon its attribute indicating which window it belongs to). 

Claims 30-31 and 43-44 claim a method based on the system of claims 4-5, 17- 
18; therefore, they are rejected under the same reason. 

Claim 10 adds into claim 2 "wherein in said unit configured to record information 
indicating a purpose of the representative image as attribute information, the attribute 
information is an identification number previously defined for purpose" which Ando does 
not explicitly teach. However, Ando's attribute information such as file name, title, or 
labeled as editing or browsing file (Ando, column 5, lines 49-57; column 6, lines 25-51) 
can be coded in index form with each index corresponding to a classified group such as 
browsing group (Ando, window 41 ) or editing group (Ando, window 42). Furthermore, 
Asai teaches that using numerical index for attribute information is well known (Asai, 
page 8, lines 36-40). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to label Ando's classified group of browsing or 
editing windows in a numerical index system as taught by Asai for the purpose of coding 
for simplification of record on the memory. 
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Claim 23 adds into claim 15 "in said unit configured to record information 
indicating a purpose of the said representative image as attribute information, the 
attribute information is an identification number previously defined for purpose" which 
Ando does not explicitly teach. However, Ando's attribute information such as file 
name, title, or labeled as editing or browsing file (Ando, column 5, lines 49-57; column 
6, lines 25-51) can be coded in index form with each index corresponding to a classified 
group such as browsing group (Ando, window 41 ) or editing group (Ando, window 42). 
Furthermore, Asai teaches that using numerical index for attribute information is well 
known (Asai, page 8, lines 36-40). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to label Ando's classified group of 
browsing or editing windows in a numerical index system as taught by Asai for the 
purpose of coding for simplification of record on the memory. 

Claims 36 and 49 claim a method based on the system of claims 10 and 23; 
therefore, they are rejected under the same reason. 
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Claims 6-9, 19-22, 32-35, and 45-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over AN DO et al. (EP0945864) in view of PARULSKI et al. 
(5,440,401). 

Claim 6 adds into claim 1 "when the information indicating the section or the 
whole of the moving image represented by the said representative image and the 
attribute information are recorded on the storage medium, they are recorded by 
representative image in a particular continuous portion" which Ando fails to teach. 
However, Parulski teaches that such information storing is well known in the art 
(Parulski, column 4, lines 19-48). The motivation for modifying the Ando's reference 
image representation in view of the arranging of recorded data in a continuous portion is 
to provide with an immediate access to reference images in a rapid succession 
(Parulski, column 4, lines 43-48). 

Claim 7 adds into claim 6 "when the information indicating a position of an 
image as a base of the representative image and the representative image are recorded 
on the storage medium, they are recorded by representative image in a particular 
portion" (Ando, column 7, lines 28-51). 

Clam 8 adds into claim 7 "the particular portion is a continuous area on the 
storage medium" which Ando fails to teach. However, Parulski teaches that such 
information storing is well known in the art (Parulski, column 4, lines 19-48). The 
motivation for modifying the Ando's reference image representation in view of the 
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arranging of recorded data in a continuous portion is to provide with an immediate 
access to reference images in a rapid succession (Parulski, column 4, lines 43-48). 

Claim 9 adds into claim 7 "wherein only significant information of the said 
information indicating a position of an image as a base of the representative image and 
the representative image is recorded in a portion for easy storage and access" (Ando, 
column 7, lines 28-51; column 8, lines 38-53). 

Claim 19 adds into claim 15 "wherein when the information indicating the 
section or the whole of the moving image represented by the representative image and 
the attribute information are recorded on the storage medium, they are recorded by 
representative image in a particular continuous portion" which Ando fails to teach. 
However, Parulski teaches that such information storing is well known in the art 
(Parulski, column 4, lines 19-48). The motivation for modifying the Ando's reference 
image representation in view of the arranging of recorded data in a continuous portion is 
to provide with an immediate access to reference images in a rapid succession 
(Parulski, column 4, lines 43-48). 

Claim 20 adds into claim 19 "wherein when the information indicating a position 
of an image as a base of the representative image and the representative image are 
recorded on the storage medium, they are recorded by representative image in a 
particular portion" (Ando, column 7, lines 28-51). 

Clam 21 adds into claim 20 "the particular portion is a continuous area on the 
storage medium" which Ando fails to teach. However, Parulski teaches that such 
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information storing is well known in the art (Parulski, column 4, lines 19-48). The 
motivation for modifying the Ando's reference image representation in view of the 
arranging of recorded data in a continuous portion is to provide with an immediate 
access to reference images in a rapid succession (Parulski, column 4, lines 43-48). 

Claim 22 adds into claim 20 "wherein only significant information of the said 
information indicating a position of an image as a base of the representative image and 
the representative image is recorded in a portion for easy storage and access" (Ando, 
column 7, lines 28-51 ; column 8, lines 38-53). 

Claims 32-35 and 45-48 claim a method based on the system of claims 6-9, 1 9- 
22; therefore, they are rejected under the same reason. 

RESPONSE TO APPLICANT'S ARGUMENTS: 

Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/23/05 have been fully considered but they are 
not deemed to be persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Ando does not teach "recording information for indicating 
the position of an image as a base of the representative image" which is not correct. 
Ando teaches "the reference image and associated information of each of the video 
materials which satisfy the prescribed requirements can be displayed on a screen out of 
the plurality of video materials" (column 2, lines 2-5) in which the associated information 
indicates the position of an image as a base of the representative image (e.g., the time 
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line window 51 indicates the timing position of the moving images in display's time scale 
- column 7, lines 8-14; or the in-point and out-point designate an in-point and out-point 
in time scale - column 7, lines 15-27). Therefore, Ando's "timing" position on the time 
scale shows the claimed "recording information for indicating the position of an image 
as a base of the representative image". Accordingly, the claimed invention as 
represented in the claims does not represent a patentable distinction over the art of 
record. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phu K. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571 ) 272 
7645. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, bipin Shalwala can be reached on (571) 272 7681 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Phu K. Nguyen 
January 28, 2006 
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